I. Introductions Midwest Ohio Baseball League Meeting January 8, 2012.

II. All contact info is at:  www.midwestohiobaseball.com .  This is where you will access coaches’ information to contact coaches within your age group….we do not have a coaches list.  This is the only way to insure that contact information is always accurate.

III. NEW TEAMS:  Welcome.  Many questions you have are addressed on the website.  Go to the heading “League Information” and click on Frequently Asked Questions.  Email us at:  help@midwestohiobaseball.com if you need anything else.

IV. Walk Thru of the season: (NEW TEAM SECTION)

a. Pre-Season:  Registration closes, Initial Division Assignment issues, Division Assignment Petitions (if necessary), Division Assignment Hearings (if necessary), Scheduling meeting, Input Schedule in website, Complete roster online, Upload player documents

b. Season:  Play game, Winning coach inputs results including score and pitch counts; losing coach verifies results and pitch counts.  IF there is a rain-out or cancellation try to reschedule the game immediately.  If you cannot agree on a new date, follow the rainout/cancellation policy on the website

c. Awards will be given to first place team in each division (I, II-S and III-N etc.)

d. Post Season:  For ages 12-14 the Year-end tournament will be top four teams from each Competition Based Division in a single elimination, bracketed tournament.

e. Post Season:  For ages 8-11 we are considering eliminating the Year-End Tournament and increasing the number of teams which attend the Dayton Dragons Night.  WE ARE LOOKING FOR YOUR FEEDBACK.  Please email your thoughts to:  help@midwestohiobaseball.com.  Thank you.  We will let you know in January after we get your feedback.

f. IT is expected that you will schedule your games promptly, reschedule make-ups promptly and return phone calls and emails in a reasonable timeframe.  Use the Golden Rule.

g. Lessons from past coaches:  Meet with your parents and players and set expectation levels; emphasize pitching and catching, opponents closer to home are better for mid-week games, remember it is about kids playing baseball.

V. Overview

a. a. Umpire Scheduler fee $70 for an unlimited number of home games (tournaments are not included) including rescheduling rain outs. Umpires fees remain: $55 ages 9U-11U, $60 12U; 13 and above $100 ($50 each).

b. League fees remain at $300.

c. Insurance remains at $110 (8-12), $130 (13-14), $150 (15-18).  Certificates will be uploaded to your team website so you can print anytime you need to have a copy.
d. Wilson Baseballs: Wilson won an independent analysis of baseball longevity at many age groups so we have decided to have Wilson as our primary league ball.  (You may still use Diamonds, Rawlings etc. as long as it is at least the same quality as these Wilson’s).  We are selling the following:

1. WTA1074BLL1 (8-12U) $30

2. NFHS WTA101JBSST (13-18) $39

e. We will affiliate all teams with CABA. We will affiliate any team interested with USSSA and Nations.  To register with USSSA email Gavin Helmig at: usssaohiobaseball@yahoo.com.  To register with Nations email Sean Dowers at: sean.dowers@nations-baseball.com. 

f. Season begins on March 24 and ends June 30 (8-12) and for 13-14’s may begin March 24 or whenever players are released from their Jr. High teams and will end July 14th with NO Extensions. Thus we suggest that you do not schedule games after June 17 and July 4th respectively to allow for make-up games.  The year-end tournaments (if we have them for 8-11) will be July 2-4th (8-12) and July 16-18th (13-14).  Teams 15-18 adhere to the high school rules and may play as long as they wish as there is no tournament.

VI. Midwest Ohio Baseball Tournaments:

a. Our tournament costs for 2011 will be $300 (9-12u) and $325 (13-14u).  Sign up online at: www.usactionsports.com. 

b. April 27- April 29th will be our DII and DIII event named the Minors Dash for Cash.

c. June 8-10th will be an open event named the Fight for Bragging Rights with the winner is invited to our Midwest Ohio Award Night at the Dayton Dragons July 9, 2012.

VII. Gamechanger Technology:  We are working on a deal to integrate our website with the Gamechanger scorekeeping technology.  Gamechanger will be at the scheduling meeting.  See more at:  www.gamechanger.io.  
VIII. Bats:  In ages 15 and above, BBCOR bats with the appropriate BBCOR markings are required--that or wood.  In ages 14 and under all bats must carry the 1.15 BPF mark, be wood or BBCORE.
IX. Upcoming Dates

a. Orders received by January 9th will be sent out by January 16th.  Orders made after January 16th will be delivered January 31st.

b. Registration closes January 15th.  We will have preliminary divisional splits out by January 20th.  We will accept petitions between now and January 22nd with decisions being sent out by January 26th.  Appeals of petition decisions will be heard January 29th.   The format for petitions can be found on the website under coach’s corner.  Please use that format.
c. Don’t forget to input your roster, upload birth certificate and have the on-line contracts sent to your parents to complete.

d. Scheduling Meeting Monday February 27th Marriott on Patterson from 6-9.  Ages level breakdowns will be sent out after we have time to allocate the space properly using the number of teams in each age group.  Baseballs will be delivered at the scheduling meeting.

e. Season begins on March 24 and ends June 30 (8-12) and for 13-14’s may begin March 24 or whenever players are released from their Jr. High teams and will end July 14th with NO Extensions. Thus we suggest that you do not schedule games after June 17 and July 4th respectively to allow for make-up games.  The year-end tournaments (if we have them for 8-11) will be July 2-4th (8-12) and July 16-18th (13-14).  Teams 15-18 adhere to the high school rules and may play as long as they wish as there is no tournament.
X.  Reminders:  You must have insurance to play in the league.  You may purchase thru the league or not but your certificate must be uploaded by March 1st.  You must use either the Umpire Scheduler’s paid thru the league, or Ohio High School licensed umpires.  Anyone else must be sent to the league for approval and they will then be put on the approved list…..so, if you have umpires who need to get approved send their names, emails and phone info so we can get them reviewed and approved.
